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Christmas Card Exchange 

Christmas Card Exchange 

Again this year we will offer a 

Christmas Card exchange. There is 

a box in the gathering area by the 

outer office for you to deposit your 

cards.  Please don’t forget to put 

the First and Last Names on the 

envelope. The office volunteers will 

do the sorting. The cards can be 

picked up from Sunday, Decem-

ber 12--through Sunday, January 

2. (This is a way to save money on 

mailing cards to all of your church 

friends.) 

    

Children’s Christmas Play 
   Join us as the COTC Children present 
Sleep Over at the Stable on Sunday, 
December 12 at both the 8:30AM & 
11:00AM Worship Services. 

Join us on  
Candlelight Christmas Eve  

Service Friday, December 24 at 
7:00 p.m.  
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December 2021 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

I hope your Thanksgiving holiday was filled with family and friends this year.  If this was a year of hurt and 

pain, may God’s healing mercy be present with you in your time of grief.  This year, as my boys and I pre-

pared our house and property for a long winter’s nap, I spent some time pondering the meaning of the 

“seasons” of our life.   

 

Our littlest members are just beginning the season of life.  Some of us are bringing new life into the world 

and raising our children to adulthood.  Others of us are facing the next season of life as empty nesters, or 

perhaps facing the next season without our spouses. Whatever season you find yourself in, God is with you.  

Matthew told of Jesus’ life and ministry when quoting the prophet Isaiah saying, “All this took place to fulfill 

what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will 

call him Immanuel” (which means ‘God with us’).”  No matter what season of life we find ourselves in, God 

is With Us! 

 

I want to personally invite all of you to join us for our Christmas Eve service, Friday, December 24, at 7pm.  

We will have carols, candles, communion, a children’s message, as well as a short concert from our COTC 

Choir. For those of you unable to attend with us in person, our service will be available online via YouTube 

and Facebook too.  Wiggles are welcome at the service as we teach our children the true meaning of 

Christmas!  We want to encourage all of you to invite your friends, neighbors, and coworkers, engaging our 

community in the story of how much God so loves the world.  

 

On a side note please remember that there is still time to turn in your Faith Promise cards for 2022.  Your 

sacrificial giving and investment in others are creating a lot of gratitude in heaven! This month on Sunday 

mornings, we will continue to work through a sermon series from the book of Matthew titled, “O Come Let 

Us Adore Him,” For those of you following along with our sermon Sunday School series, facilitated by Keith 

and Kathy Lewis, please see the chart below for your review. If you choose, all of you can add a little extra 

study to your daily lives before the worship services, too. 
 
Blessings,  

 
Pastor Joel Schutte 
 

A Letter from the Pastor 
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Date Theme Sermon Title Scripture 

Sunday, December 5 O Come Let Us Adore Him Fireside Chat with Jesus 
Matthew 24:3-

35 

Sunday, December 12 O Come Let Us Adore Him The Day and Hour Unknown 
Matthew 24:36-

51 

Sunday, December 19 O Come Let Us Adore Him 
The Parable of the Ten Virgins & the 

Bags of Gold 
Matthew 25:1-

30 

Sunday, December 26 O Come Let Us Adore Him 
The Sheep and the Goats, Plots, & Be-

trayals 
Matthew 25:31-

46, 26:1-16 
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    THANKS AND PRAISE TO OUR GOD FOR ANSWERED PRAYER 

 

“I waited patiently for the Lord; He turned to me and heard my cry. …He put 

a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.  Many will see and 

fear the Lord and put their trust in him.”    Psalm 40:1 and 3 (NIV) 

 

• Praise to God for one who was able to come to worship following an ex-

tended absence 

• Thanksgiving for one who started a new job 

• Thanks be to God for the pledges made on Faith Promise Sunday 

• Praise to God for the good food and the hands that prepared it on Faith 

Promise Sunday 

• Thanksgiving is given from one who has been able to retire 

• Praise to God for his hand in restoring a sister’s home following a fire 

• Praise to God for his blessing over the church service conducted by the 

youth on youth Sunday 

• Praise to God is given by one who celebrated her 75th birthday 

• Thanksgiving to God for the return of a purse that was lost 

• Praise God for the good attitude one has exhibited in spite of an illness 

and losing his sight 

• Thanks be to God for the brother who had surgery and is now home 

• Thanksgiving to God for a new grandson born on November 3rd 

• Praises given to God for the outreach and prayers extended to one who 

is in rehab and was able to see her daughter’s wedding video streaming 

• Thanks be to God for the daughter who has recovered from covid and is 

back to work 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 
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Dec 1 Joe Born 

Dec 9 Margaret Hicks 

Dec 9 Larry Moore 

Dec 13 Joanne Born 

Dec 13 Kay Peterson 

Dec 15 Ella Zaborowski 

Dec 16 Ethel Wronkowicz 

Dec 17 Joel Schutte 

Dec 20 Claire Harris 

Dec 20 Matthew Norris 

Dec 20 Mark Sarkan 

Dec 21 Paul Forquer 

Dec 21 Emmanuel Schutte 

Dec 27 Richard Corron 

Dec 27 Oliver Harris 

Dec 28 Mary Figgins 

Dec 29 Fred Schaefer 

Dec 30 Kristin Miklovic 

Dec 31 Zachariah Rietzke 

Dec 4 
Larry and Margaret 
Hicks (4) 

Dec 18 
Steven and Diana McCo-
naughy (50) 

Dec 19 Harry and Marcia Roby (51) 

Dec 21 
Fred and Beverly Schaefer 
(58) 

Dec 30 Don and Betsy White (43) 



 

www.cotcumc.com       4 



 

www.cotcumc.com       5 



 

www.cotcumc.com       6 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our beloved Dorothy Fritts 
passed away on November 13. 
The funeral service was held on 
Monday, Nov. 22 with Pastor 
Joel presiding. Our sincere sym-
pathy and prayers to her hus-
band Marty and all of their fam-
ily. Dorothy will be missed by all 
who knew and loved her. 

And our thoughts and prayers  
are extended to Joe Scribner 
on the death of his niece Kay-
la Scribner and his mother, Pa-
tricia Scribner in November. 
Remember Joe and his family 
in your prayers as they grieve 
the loss of their loved ones. 
 

 

   . 

Thank You  

50 years of Marriage   

    Congratulations to Steve & 
Diana McConaughy on 
celebrating 50 years of 
marriage on December 18! 

Remember these families in your prayers 

    Praise God for all of our friend-

ships at Church of the Cross. Thank 

you all for the meals provided to us 

in our time of need. 

-Janice & Bill Huber 

    

 

 

Creation Meeting 

   No Creation Meeting in December. 

Join us January 24 for Creation 

Evangelism; Genesis-the Gospel 

Foundation with Dr. Jason Lisle. 
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Finances at a Glance 
October & Year to Date 

Ways to Give to COTC: 

• On Sunday in the of-

fering plate 

• Debit or credit card or 

checking account 

transaction through 

our website, at 

www.cotcumc.com 

Click on the link that 

says “donate now,” for 

electronic giving. Also, 

we have forms availa-

ble if you would rather 

fill out the form and 

have one of our 

church treasurers 

complete the transac-

tion for you. 

• Text to Give: Text giv-

ing is fast, easy and 

versatile all in a matter 

of seconds. Text the 

dollar amount to 419-

495-5598. See instruc-

tions at  the Adult Min-

istry Corner or contact 

the church office. 
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Offering Envelopes 

The new year will be here before you 

know it!  The 2022 offering envelopes will 

be available sometime in December. At 

this point they are delayed because of 

shipping. Please note that all who give 

through Vanco will not get envelopes 

unless requested. If you do not have envelopes for 

giving and would like them, Please see Dick 

Coulter, Financial Secretary. 

 

October 2021 and Year To Date 

 General Fund 
 Faith Promise 

Receipts    

 Month  Y-T-D Month Y-T-D Promised 

      3459 38,108 40,015 

Budgeted (Expenses) 34,251  342,510       

         

Actual Receipts 47,247  359,295    

Actual Expenses -32,770  327,788    

Surplus/(Deficit) 14,477   31,507    

 Building/   

 Capital Improvements    

 Fund    

         

Beginning Balance  $               53,955.44     

Received/Adjustments                    1,845.00     

Expenses/
Adjustments                      (575.00)    

Ending Balance  $               55,225.44     

       

Church Staff In Ministry with you… 

• Joel Schutte, Pastor jschutte@cotcumc.com|  Lisa Gleason, Administrative Assistant office@cotcumc.com;  

• Kristin Miklovic, Family Ministry Director kristinm@cotcumc.com |Lisa Wagoner, Creative Arts Admin. 

lisaw@cotcumc.com;  

• Aaron Keaster, Bell Choir Director (contact the office) | Yvette Stephens, Praise Team Coordinator 

anoynted1@gmail.com; 

• Mark Sarkan, Choir/Ensemble Director, mark@sarkan.com |  Tita Wood, Gabby Melendez Custodians 

• Chris Allen, Tech Mgr., tech@cotcumc.com | Trevor Schutte, Tech Support | Charles Brown, Keyboardist | 

• Jenna Solether,  Molly McDonagh, Aprille Schutte (Nursery Care) 
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55 & Over Luncheon  
 

The 55 & Over Lunch group will 

meet on Wednesday, December 

15 at the Black Pearl Restaurant 

(4630 Heatherdowns Blvd.) Sign up 

at the Adult Ministry Corner or call 

the church office     

 

Women’s Bible Study begins in January 

   The Women’s Thursday morning Bible Study will 
return on Thursday, January 6th at 10:00 am. The 
8 week class will be led by Christy Zaborowski and 
they will be doing the study Acts of the Apostle 
by Louie Giglio. All women are invited to attend. 
See Christy for more information. 
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Season of Waiting 

EVERGREEN—These trees, which keep their green 
leaves year-round, are symbolic of Christmas, 
eternal life and God’s everlasting love. In the Bi-
ble, evergreen trees are called the “cedars of 
Lebanon,” suggesting growth (Psalm 92:12), 
height (Amos 2:9), fragrance (Hosea 14:6) and 
steadfast faith. 

 

Our oven recently bit the dust, 

and the needed replacement 

part is no longer manufactured. 

Due to an appliance shortage, 

we had to wait eight weeks for a 

new oven! Yet even amid 

inconvenience, I see God’s 

purpose. We were thankful to 

have a grill and slow cookers in 

the meantime. We creatively 

attempted to cook favorite meals 

in different ways. And though we 

craved anything baked in an 

oven — cookies, casseroles, even 

chicken nuggets — we realized 

that waiting eight weeks for an 

oven isn’t truly a trying time. 

Many of us wait for much greater 

milestones and miracles: physical 

healing, the return of a prodigal 

child, an end to financial 

struggles. Paul offers us hope as 

we wait: “May the God who gives 

endurance and encouragement 

give you the same attitude of 

mind toward each other that 

Christ Jesus had” (Romans 15:5, 

NIV). 

When you’re in a season of 

waiting — including Advent! — 

consider what you’re thankful for 

and what you crave. Tell God 

how you’re feeling and ask for 

endurance while you wait. 
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Christmas Eve. Candlelight 
 Friday, December 24  
 7:00 PM 

Church of the Cross    

1750 Eastgate Rd. | Toledo, OH  43614 

Phone: 419-382-6722 | Fax: 419-382-8712 

Email: office@cotcumc.com | www.cotcumc.com 

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Community Food Pantry: 2nd & 4th Tuesday/Mo. 
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