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SPECIAL DATES IN 

SEPTEMBER 

 
• Communion Sunday, 

One Service 

@10:00AM,Sept. 5 
• Labor Day, Sept. 6-Office 

Closed 
• Choir Practice Begins, 

Sept. 8 
• Youth Group Kick Off, 

Sept. 12 
• 55 & Over Luncheon, 

Sept. 15 
• Food Pantry Dates,  

     Sept. 14 & 28 

 

“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World” 

    The CROSSFIRE 
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A  N O T E  F R O M  P A S T O R  J O E L  

Greetings, 

 

I hope you are all enjoying these late summer and early fall days and all the fun it can 

bring.  As we all start to feel the cool breezes of the season and find some relief from the late 

summer heat, I encourage you to find some time to take a walk with your family and discuss what 

it means to be a follower of Jesus.  Jesus was always walking with his friends, talking about their 

work in the Kingdom of God.  Walking is a great place to talk about our faith.  If this makes you 

uncomfortable, don’t worry, trying new things generally does.  Sometimes, doing something with 

our hands, or in this case our feet, lowers the discomfort and distracts our little ones enough to 

have a really great conversation about being a Christ follower.  If you have little ones, please take 

a walk outside the church and give our new sandbox and park benches a try.  Hopefully the 

benches are a great place for conversation, snacks, and a comfortable place for parents and 

caregivers to sit while the kids run circles around the place.  A little birdie told me that we may 

have some new equipment out there soon so keep posted on what’s happening at COTC.  Please 

take a look at the message below from our “Plastic Bottle Cap Committee,” and thank you for 

walking out your faith with your family! 

 

WE DID IT!!! In 2019 many of us started collecting, cleaning, and saving plastic bottle caps.  

We needed 200 pounds to purchase two four-foot benches from Caps to Benches 

recycling program.  It was impossible we said, but we persevered.  The journey was rocky at 

times with the pandemic and the shutting down of our church, but we kept on saving.  In 

June 2021, we finally collected 200 pounds of plastic bottle caps.  We are now the owners 

of two four-foot benches.  these benches will be securely placed at the playground. I 

would like to thank Pastor Joel Schutte for driving to Evansville, Indiana to make the 

exchange and bringing back the benches. Good Job People!!!! Thank you for your help. 

 

This month on Sunday mornings, we are beginning a sermon series called, “Who Is My 

Neighbor.” For those of you following along with our sermon Sunday school series, facilitated by 

Keith and Kathy Lewis, please see the chart below for your review. If you choose all of you can 

add a little extra Bible study to your daily lives before the worship services too. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Joel Schutte 

Date Theme Sermon Title Scripture 

Sunday, September 5 
The Kingdom of Heav-

en 

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem, At the Temple, & 

Curses a Fig Tree 
Matthew 21:1-22 

Sunday, September 12 Who Is My Neighbor? Loving My Neighbor Who is Like Me Leviticus 19:9-32 

Sunday, September 19 Who Is My Neighbor? Loving My Neighbor Who is Not Like Me Leviticus 19:33-37 

Sunday, September 26 Who Is My Neighbor? Loving My Neighbor Who is My Enemy Luke 10:25-42 
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S E P T E M B E R  P R A Y E R  

C H O I R  P R A C T I C E  R E S U M E S  S E P T .  8  

The 

church 

office 

will be 

closed 

Jesus wants just a few hours of your time. ─ It’s the end of the 

summer and the COTC choir will soon be gathering for another 

year of singing to God’s glory. Please consider what it would 

mean for you to contribute to this church ministry, and how it 

can bring you great spiritual benefit and peace. It’s not just 

singing, it’s ministering to others - and to yourself. Please talk to 

Mark Sarkan if you feel a tug in your heart for this ministry.  
 

   

 Sep 2 Sara Norris 

 Sep 6 Susan Adair 

 Sep 10 Brittney Davis 

 Sep 10 Bruce Jr. Schwabel 

 Sep 11 Aria Schutte 

 Sep 12 Sharon Dubler 

 Sep 14 Rich Arnold 

 Sep 14 Laurie Hahnlen 

 Sep 14 Sharon Thomasson 

 Sep 15 Marge Sudheimer 

 Sep 16 Marie Wronkowicz 

 Sep 18 Caitlin Leow 

 Sep 18 Candace Rietzke 

 Sep 19 Gabriel Miklovic 

 Sep 19 Carolyn Strole 

 Sep 20 Cynthia Rulason 

 Sep 23 Elaine Fuller 

 Sep 23 Jerry Metz 

 Sep 25 Sylvia Arnold 

 Sep 26 Jean Guernsey 

 Sep 26 Judith Harris 

 Sep 27 Dorothy Fritts 

 Sep 28 Martin Fritts 

 Sep 28 Diana McConaughy 

 Sep 29 Ginny Hasselschwert 

Sep 2 Bill and Laurie Huber (32) 

Sep 6 
Peter and Carolyn Maxwell 
(46) 

Sep 12 
Mike and Alice Momenee 
(29) 

Sep 22 Paul and Diane Forquer (43) 

Sep 28 
Scott and Julie Zaborowski 
(30) 
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FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS 
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Pick up your Operation 

Christmas Child 

shoeboxes  

beginning on Sunday, 

September 12th! 

CREATION MEETING - God’s Girders: The Amazing Strength of Bones  

Creation Meeting: Monday evening September 

27 at 7 PM in the Gathering Area. Job declares 

that God “knit me together with bones and 

sinews.” Our bones are a woven complex of 

organic fibers and hard mineral crystals. 

Amazingly, pound-for-pound, they have the 

strength of cast iron. In this DVD presentation 

with anatomist Dr, David Menton, discover the 

critically important functions bones play in our 

bodies and how they constantly replace 

themselves and modify their structure throughout 

life. Dr. Menton will even take you under the 

microscope and reveal the amazing 

microarchitecture of bones. As you marvel at 

their design, you’ll see they could only be the 

product of the wisdom of our Creator 

God. Dr. David Menton holds a PhD in 

biology from Brown University and served 

as an award-winning professor at 

Washington University School of medicine 

in St. Louis for 34 years. 

 

 

SEWING AND CRAFTING FOR OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

In addition to sewing we invite all those who 

knit and crochet to join us on Saturday 

mornings from 10 am –1:00 pm.  Our next 

meeting will be Saturday, September 11th. 

Bring your fabric, scissors and spool of white 

thread and 1 yard of children’s cotton 

material.  We plan to make children’s pillow 

cases , dresses, pouch purses, and any other 

ideas you bring to add to the Operation 

Christmas Child shoeboxes.   

For patterns, check out raverly.com or 

amigurumi.com. There are many free 

patterns.  If you don’t have a printer, let us 

know and we can help.   

We have people knitting hats, making tic-

tac-toe games out of wood.  Samaritan’s 

purse also suggests dolls an doll clothes. 

How about jewelry? Headband? All ideas 

are very welcome. If you have any 

questions, please see Nancy Krody or 

Agneta Seeley. 
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Are you searching for a small group . . . 

A place where you can fellowship . . . 

A place to belong . . . 

A place to grow in … 

Small groups @the Cross are great way to build new friendship 

while growing in your faith! 

COTC has many different small groups. Contact the office for 

more information. 

 

 Sunday Morning Adult Discipleship 

      Sundays 9:45 AM 
Journey and grow with us through our  

Adult Education Program.  

   
 

THROUGH THE BIBLE 

CLASSROOM 3—Sermon Series—Keith and Kathy Lewis 

  

Do you want to dive deeper into the Word and "unpack" last week's weekly sermon?  Join 

us each week to discuss "The Rest of The Story". 

 

COMPREHENSIVE STUDIES 

CLASSROOM 1—Scripture Specific Discussion—Bill Krody 

  

Through the leading of the Holy Spirit, Bill selects scripture passages each week and 

engages the class through various questions and in-depth discussion. 
  

  
FOUNDATIONS 1 

New Members Class—Chris Steiner & Pastor Joel Schutte 

Beginning Sunday, October 31st for 4 weeks. 

  

Foundations 1, is for those choosing to become members of Church of the Cross.  This 

class offers an overview of the Methodist faith as well as finding ways to connect within 

the body of the church.  You will also discover your Spiritual Gifts and how to utilize your 

gifts and strengths to plug into various ministries within the church and community.  
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COTC Men's Retreat at 

Camp Storer 

October 8-10, 2021 

 
The men of Church of the Cross have been 

holding a weekend retreat since the early 

1960's, and we are going to resume that 

tradition this year!  We will start at 7:00 pm 

Friday night with Pastor Mike Denman 

leading.  The evening will end with an Ice 

Cream Social!  We will continue with Mike 

leading Saturday morning and free time 

Saturday afternoon, a bonfire Saturday night, 

and communion Sunday morning.  The cost will 

be $88 for the entire weekend.  With four meals 

and all the camp facilities, that is still a real 

deal.  If you can't spend the whole weekend, 

we can prorate the time you can spend.  Sign 

up at the adult ministry corner or contact Ray 

Sudhemier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God languishes with us 
 

A headline from last spring teased, “There’s a 

Name for the Blah You’re Feeling.” The writer 

decided what he and others felt as the 

pandemic wore on wasn’t burnout or 

depression but languishing — decreasing 

vitality; feeling dispirited. People of ancient 

times experienced this too: “The land of Egypt 

and the land of Canaan languished because 

of the famine” (Genesis 47:13). “The wine dries 

up, the vine languishes, all the merry-hearted 

sigh” (Isaiah 24:7). But there’s more. 

If you used to be “merry-hearted” but now 

sigh a lot, hear this: “The 

heavens languish together with the 

earth” (Isaiah 24:4). Isaiah uses “the heavens” 

to refer to God, who languishes with us. Like an 

empathizing friend, God sits with us in our 

struggle. Sure, we pray for rescue now: “I am 

languishing; O Lord, heal me” (Psalm 6:2). But 

when our timing isn’t God’s, we trust his 

promise of restoration: “[God] will wipe every 

tear from their eyes … mourning and crying 

and pain will be no more” (Revelation 21:4). 

With the psalmist we hold two truths at once: 

“My soul languishes for your salvation; I hope in 

your word” (119:81). 

 

—Heidi Hyland Mann  

 

MEN’S RETREAT RETURNS 
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THANKS AND PRAISE TO OUR GOD FOR ANSWERED PRAYERS 

Send your prayer requests to  

prayer@cotcumc.com or call the 

church office at 419-382-6722 

Church Staff In Ministry with you… 

• Joel Schutte, Pastor jschutte@cotcumc.com; | Lisa Gleason, Administrative Assistant office@cotcumc.com;  

• Kristin Miklovic, Family Ministry Director kristinm@cotcumc.com |Lisa Wagoner, Creative Arts Admin. lisaw@cotcumc.com;  

• Aaron Keaster Bell Choir Director (contact the office) | Yvette Stephens, Praise Team Coordinator anoynted1@gmail.com;  

• Mark Sarkan, Choir/Ensemble Director, mark@sarkan.com | Tita Wood, Gabby Melendez Custodians |Chris Allen, Tech Mgr., 
tech@cotcumc.com | Charles Brown, Keyboardist 

“I urge then first of all that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 

people – for Kings and all those in authority that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 

godliness and holiness.”       I Timothy 2:1-2 (NIV) 

 

• Thanksgiving is offered for four who have had successful surgery and are doing better 

• Praise to God for protecting one’s home when lightning hit a tree in the yard and caught 

on fire 

• Thanks is given for the help one is getting with his medications 

• Thanks is given for the new job a friend’s husband has acquired 

• Thanksgiving to God for the prayers offered on behalf of several people for 

health issues this month 

• Praise to God for the one able to go back to work 

• Praises given to God for safe arrival back to Germany for a beloved son 

• Thanks is given to God for details worked out to bring a special needs 71 year 

old brother to move closer to family 

• Praise is given for the one whose medical tests came back with good results 

• Thanksgiving is given for the sermons presented by two pastors in the ab-

sence of Pastor Joel on two occasions 

• Praise God for a new choir director to replace COTC’s retired director 

• Praise is given for the one who made it back to church after suffering much pain and ill-

ness and for the one who has been shut in and is again able to attend again 

• Thanks is offered for all who attended and participated in the celebration of life for two 

parents 

• Praise for the one who is home from the hospital and doing better 

• Thanks to God is given for the improvement of a friend’s son’s neck injury 

• Praise is given to God for the young woman who committed to three months of mission 

work and for the prayers sent with her 

• Thanks to God for the mother-in-law who is recovering from a stroke and is in rehab 

• Thanks is given for prayers and support from COTC for a husband/wife team in the mis-

sion field  
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F I N A N C E S  A T  A  G L A N C E  

J U L Y  2 0 2 1  &  Y E A R  T O  D A T E  

General Fund

Month YTD

Budgeted (Expenses) 34,251      239,757    

Actual Receipts 31,344      233,809    

Actual Expenses (38,341)     (225,432)   

Surplus/(Deficit) (6,997)       8,377         

Building/ Capital Impr Fund

Beginning Balance 63,067      

Received/Adjustments 2,304         

Expenses/Adjustments (4,848)       

Ending Balance 60,523      

Faith Promise Receipts

Promised MTD YTD

40,015$                         2,550         30,835      

Ways to Give to COTC: 

• On Sunday in the donation 

box. 

• Debit or credit card or 

checking account 

transaction through our 

website, at 

www.cotcumc.com Click on 

the link that says “donate 

now,” for electronic giving. 

Also, we have forms available 

if you would rather fill out the 

form and have one of our 

church treasurers complete 

the transaction for you. 

• Text to Give: Text giving is fast, 

easy and versatile all in a 

matter of seconds. Text the 

dollar amount to 419-495-

5598. See instructions at  the 

Adult Ministry Corner or 

contact the church office. 

We thank all those who give 

generously to the mission and 

ministry of COTC! 

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  N O T E S  

 

55 & Over Luncheon 

Wednesday September 15th 

@ Olive Garden 

(1919 Reynolds Rd.) 

 Sign up at the adult ministry 

corner or call the church 

office. 
 

 
 

Dear 

Church of 

the Cross 

Family,  

Although it 

is difficult 

to express 

in words, we want to thank 

everyone for their part in 

providing lunch and 

fellowship for our family. 

Even though the church is 

usually closed on Fridays, 

you all showed up and 

graced us with your love, 

your presence & the 

wonderful food. We are 

Blessed! 

-The Family of Cathy Agner 

and Sam & Diane Gianino 

An Invitation to Bowlers . . . 

 

COTC needs individuals/ 

teams to bowl every other 

Sunday night at 6:15pm. We 

have fun, fellowship and 

would  love to have you join 

us.  Any questions call 

Candace Rietzke at 419- 

478-6874  
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Phone: 419-382-6722 

Fax: 419-382-8712 

Email: office@cotcumc.com 

Church of the Cross 

 

We’re on the Web: 

Www.cotcumc.com 

Church of the Cross, UM 

1750 Eastgate Rd. 

Toledo, OH  43614 

 

Address Service  

Requested Prepared Especially For: 

 

1750 Eastgate Rd. 

Toledo, OH  43614 

Church of  the Cross  

Phone: 419-382-6722 

Fax: 419-382-8712 

Email: office@cotcumc.com 

We’re on the Web! 

www.cotcumc.com 

      Join us for Worship! 

Sundays at 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

(live streamed at 11:00 a.m.) 

9:45 a.m. Sunday school for all ages 

Nursery available 

 

Community Food Pantry 

Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

Prayer Chain: prayer@cotcumc.com or call the  

church office at 419-382-6722 

 M-TH 8:30am-4:30pm 

 
Deadline for copy: 15th of each month.  

Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space. 


