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SPECIAL DATES IN
DECEMBER
Family Christmas Zoom
Movie Night,
Dec. 5
Communion Sunday,
December 6
Food Pantry Dates, Dec.
8 & 22
Crossover Youth Group,
Sundays, 6-8 p.m.
Youth Christmas Party,
Dec. 20
Christmas Eve Services,
Dec. 24
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A NOTE FROM PASTO R JOEL
Merry Christmas!
I hope your Thanksgiving holiday was filled with family and friends this year. If this
was a year of hurt and pain, may God’s healing mercy be present with you in your
time of grief. My family and I enjoyed a week of relatively warm weather around
Thanksgiving and got caught up on several home improvement projects. My
“honey do” list is significantly shorter now!
We have been praying for those of you, who in recent weeks, have been impacted by Covid-19. Some of
you are home in quarantine, some have already recovered, and others are mourning the loss of a loved
one due in part to this awful disease. I believe that God is calling us at Church of the Cross to spend extra
time during this Christmas season in prayer and intercession for our families, friends, and our nation, as we
continue to battle disease, endure political unrest, and face other uncertainties at the end of 2020. Jesus
is still the “reason for the season” and the “answer” that we all need. Call out to him and he will answer
you. There is a reason that Isaiah called him Immanuel, which means God is with us!
I want to personally invite all of you to join us for Christmas Eve services, Thursday, December 24, at 5pm
and 7pm. We will have carols, candles, communion, and a children’s message at each service, and both
services will be available online via YouTube and Facebook. Wiggles are welcome at both services as we
teach our children the true meaning of Christmas! We want to encourage all of you to invite your friends,
neighbors, and coworkers, engaging our community in the story of how much God so loves the world.
On a side note please remember that there is still time to turn in your Faith Promise cards for 2021. Your
sacrificial giving and investment in others is creating a lot of gratitude in heaven! This month on Sunday
mornings, we will continue to work through a sermon series from the book of Acts titled, “All That Jesus Did
and Taught.” For those of you following along with our sermon Sunday school series, facilitated by Keith
and Kathy Lewis, please see the chart below for your review. If you choose all of you can add a little extra
study to your daily lives before the worship services too.

Date
Sunday, December 6

Theme
All That Jesus Did and Taught

Sermon Title
Festus Consults King Agrippa

Scripture
Acts 25:13-22

Sunday, December 13

All That Jesus Did and Taught

Paul Before Agrippa

Acts 26:1-8

Sunday, December 20

All That Jesus Did and Taught

The Storm

Acts 27:13-26

Sunday, December 27

All That Jesus Did and Taught

Paul Preaches at Rome Under
Guard

Acts 28:17-31

Thank you for your faithfulness and your willingness to worship with us at Church of the Cross. Whether you
are still worshipping with us in person or joining us via YouTube or Facebook, we are so thankful for you! The
volunteers, staff, and I all wish you a very blessed Christmas season. May you and yours find Jesus again
during this season of Advent.
Blessings,

Pastor Joel Schutte

CHRISTMAS EVE
Traditional Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Thursday, December 24
5:00 PM & 7:00 PM

CHRISTMAS

Dec 1

Joe Born

Dec 9

Margaret Hicks

Dec 9

Larry Moore

Dec 13

Joanne Born

Dec 13

Kay Peterson

Dec 15

Ella Zaborowski

Dec 16

Ethel Wronkowicz

Dec 17

Joel Schutte

The cards will be handed
out by a volunteer from
Sunday, December 13through Sunday, January 3.
(This is a way to save money on

Dec 21

Paul Forquer

Dec 21

Emmanuel Schutte

Dec 27

Richard Corron

Dec 28

Mary Figgins

mailing cards to all of your church
friends.)

Dec 29

Fred Schaefer

Dec 30

Kristin Miklovic

Dec 31

Zachariah Rietzke

CARDS

Christmas Card Exchange
Again this year we will offer a
Christmas Card exchange.
There is a box in the
gathering area by the outer
office for you to deposit your
cards. Please don’t forget to
put the First and Last Names
on the envelope. The office
volunteers will do the sorting.

D E C E M B E R P R AY E R

Dec 18

Larry and Margaret Hicks
(3)
Steven and Diana McConaughy
(49)

Dec 19

Harry and Marcia Roby (50)

Dec 21

Fred and Beverly Schaefer (57)

Dec 30

Don and Betsy White (42)

Dec 4
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PRAISE TO OUR GOD FOR ANSWERED PRAYERS
“In that day you will say: ‘Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known the nations what he has
done, and proclaim that his name is exalted.’” Isaiah 12:4 NIV
•

Thanksgiving for the prayers for a brother battling cancer, he is calm and resting
in God’s love

•

Thanks is given for the remodel of the sanctuary being completed without debt

•

Praise God for a husband and wife who are recovering from covid

•

Praise to God for full recovery of the man who was overcome by carbon
monoxide

•

Thanks be to God for a very ill sister who is out of ICU and recovering in rehab

•

Glory be to God for a daughter who has recommitted her life to God

•

Thanksgiving for the one whose outpatient surgery went well

•

Thanksgiving for recent commitments to Christ from 2 adult children

•

Praise God for successful procedure implanting a pacemaker and defibrillator

Send your prayer requests to prayer@cotcumc.com
or call the church office at 419-382-6722

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
Advent devotionals are
available to pick up at the
Adult Ministry Corner.

CREATION MEETING

No creation meeting in December – Join
us on January 25 for Genetics, Evolution,
and Creation: The Most Asked
Questions, with Dr. Georgia Purdom. Don’t
miss ChristmasTown at the Creation
Museum and Christmastime at the Ark
Encounter from November 27 through
December 30.

P age 5

FAMIILY

MINISTRY NEWS
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
On Sunday, November 22 , we welcomed 11 new members into the church. We are so
excited to have these individuals in our church family and to get to know them. Please join in welcoming
them to the Church of the Cross family:

James & Luanne Falk
James and Luanne live in
Toledo and are retired.
They were former members
of Clark St UMC and Faith
UMC in Oregon. They .
They have been joining
COTC for online worship
and enjoy it very much.
They have two adult
children.

Thomas Harris
Tom lives in Monclova, is
a Manager at UPS and is
married to Sara. They
have four children Hudson, 17, Claire 14, Gabriel,
9 and Oliver, 7. Tom plays

Mary Figgins
Mary has been attending
COTC for about a year. She
was a former member of
Epworth UMC.

Beth Snyder

Marcella (Marcy) Mackey
Marcy lives in Whitehouse
and is a retired High School
Choral Director. She was a
long time member of Zion
UMC . Marcy’s husband
Mack passed away in June.

Meredyth Paffrath
Meredyth lives in Swanton and
is married to Christopher. She is
the daughter of new member
Marcy Mackey and a former
member of Zion UMC and
works in Payroll/HR Administration.

Beth Snyder
Beth lives in Toledo and was a
member of the former Zion
UMC. She is married to Rev.
Larry Snyder (a retired Pastor in
the UMC) and they have three
adult children. Beth is retired
from working as a Business
Office Assistant and has
volunteered in many areas of
ministry.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS CONT.

Sharon Thomasson
Sharon has been attending
COTC for many years. She has
been serving as a volunteer
with the children’s Sunday
school and has worked in the
church office. She is married
to Jerry and they have three
children and she is retired.

Sharon & Gordon Bee
Sharon lives in Toledo and was a
member of Zion UMC. She is married to Gordon and they have
two adult daughters and just became grandparents this month.
She is an assistant professor of
nursing at Mercy College. In her
spare time she likes gardening,
hiking and walking the dog.

Janis Russell
Janis is a widower, lives in
Toledo and is a former
member of Zion UMC. She
has four grown children
and a retired registered
nurse.

In Ministry with you…
•

•

Joel Schutte, Pastor jschutte@cotcumc.com;
• Lisa Gleason, Administrative Assistant office@cotcumc.com;
• Kristin Miklovic, Family Ministry Director kristinm@cotcumc.com;
• Lisa Wagoner, Creative Arts Admin. lisaw@cotcumc.com ;
• Rich Dubler Traditional/Blended Worship Director (contact office)
• Aaron Keaster Bell Choir Director (contact the office);
• Yvette Stephens, Praise Team Coordinator anoynted1@gmail.com;
Joanne Born & Tita Wood Custodians; Chris Allen, Tech Mgr., tech@cotcumc.com
• Charles Brown, Keyboardist
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FAITH PROMISE SUNDAY, 2020
Faith Promise Sunday on October 25 was our 40th such event in as
many years. Despite the unique challenges 2020 has presented, I believe at COTC we have continued to look to God in faith, persevered
and joined him where He is working. Our Faith Promise event and the
prayerful response are perfect examples of that.
This year Grant and Gail Blair drove up from Atlanta and held a well-attended and vibrant Q&A on what’s going on in their missionary lives during and since their seven years
in South Africa. On Sunday morning Grant spoke on The Significance of Our Insignificance. Also, on Sunday we received our traditional Faith Promise commitments. This
year important commitments were made in three areas, finances, service and sharing
the Gospel. There were commitments to share Christ with 332 people, serve 61 hours
week and to give $40,015 in support of our mission partners in 2021.
We also managed to pull off our celebration lunch, although not in
the traditional sit down style we are used to. Thanks Missions Team for
your dedicated service throughout the year and to all our volunteers
who are involved in so many COTC ministries that share God’s love
with our community and beyond.

Ministry Volunteers Needed:
Church of the Cross is adapting to the Covid 19 pandemic in many
different ways, while still being able to hold two in church services on
Sunday morning. At this time, we have reduced our Usher and
Greeter schedule to two Ushers, and to one Greeter at each door for
each service.
We invite anyone who feels the call to serve as an Usher or Greeter either on a regular schedule, or as a substitute - to please contact
the office at 419-382-6722 or office@cotcumc.com or directly to Jan
Albright at 419-902-8990 or jalbright51@yahoo.com
We will publish a 2021 schedule in the next few weeks, so please
prayerfully consider this request.

T’was the week of collection, And all through the house,
The shoeboxes were ready To be sent north and south.
To be processed at Charlotte Or Boone or St. Paul By good folks like you
Who answered God’s call.
So out with the liquids An in with a toy!
Get that box ready for some girl or boy!
Add to it your prayers And a hug and some tape
Then into a carton Where now it must wait.
Then far to the east Or the west it will go
By truck, plane or board Through jungle and snow
To a child picked by God To receive this small gift.
This present of love the Child’s spirit will lift.
This scene is repeated Twelve million times more
Till all hear the news That God has in store.
The greatest story ever To them will be told
How Jesus the Christmas child Came to earth long ago.
He lived and He died An He ‘rose once again
He came to save us if we accept Him.
The story of Jesus Occ keeps on giving.
When we help with this work Out faith we are living.
Through the efforts of many we have touched the lives of 163 children.
Thank you and God bless
-Jon, Judy & Jennifer Strole
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FINANCES AT A GLANCE
OCTOBER 2020 & YEAR TO DATE
Ways to Give to COTC:

General Fund
Month

YTD

Budgeted (Expenses)

32,870

328,700

Actual Receipts

30,463

320,218

Actual Expenses

(29,882)

(315,129)

Surplus/(Deficit)

581

•

On Sunday in the offering
plate

•

Debit or credit card or
checking account
transaction through our
website, at
www.cotcumc.com Click on
the link that says “donate
now,” for electronic giving.
Also, we have forms available
if you would rather fill out the
form and have one of our
church treasurers complete
the transaction for you.

•

Text to Give: Text giving is fast,
easy and versatile all in a
matter of seconds. Text the
dollar amount to 419-4955598. See instructions at the
Adult Ministry Corner or
contact the church office.

5,089

Building/ Capital Impr Fund
Beginning Balance

63,059

Received/Adjustments

1,189

Expenses/Adjustments

5,657

Ending Balance

58,592
Faith Promise Receipts

$

Promised

MTD

YTD

47,235

5,101

43,186

We thank all those who give
generously to the mission and
ministry of COTC!

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES
Nov. 21 with Pastor Joel
officiating.

Our sincere sympathy and
prayers are extended to the
following families who have lost
loved ones in the last month:
♥Susan & Jonah Taylor on the
death of her husband and his
father, Kevin Taylor on
November 2nd.
♥The Cox Family on the death
of Dorianne’s father, Roy
Showman on November 8 and
her mother, Jeanette Showman
on November 12. A private
graveside service was held on

♥Sharon Horrigan on the death
of her husband, Kevin on
November 1st. The funeral
service was held at St. Patrick’s
church on November 14th.
♥Dorothy & Marty Fritts on the
death of their daughter, Faith
Tipple who passed away
November 23 in Michigan.
Remember all of these families
in your prayers as they all grieve
the loss of their loved ones.

Offering Envelopes
2021 will be here before you
know it! The 2021 offering
envelopes will be available to
pick up beginning on December
13. They will be located on a
table in the Gathering Area. If
you do not have envelopes for
giving and would like them,
Please see Dick Coulter, Financial
Secretary

Thank you for all the prayers and
cards and especially to Pastor
Joel for his comforting words
when my husband Kevin passed
away. God Bless you and keep
you safe.
Sharon Horrigan

Ushers

Hospitality

Cheryl Heyen

Nancy Krody

Bill Krody

Dec.27

John Seiple
Cindy Seiple
Dick Zaborowski
Christy Zaborowski

Pete Maxwell
Carolyn Maxwell

Brian Rietzke

Rich Corron
Juliet Corron
Rich Arnold
Dave Zimmerman

Terry Michel
Bill Krody
Jon Strole Sr.
Jon Strole
Jennifer Strole

Dec. 6

Dec. 13

Dec. 20

Dec. 27

11:00

Vely Hetman

Ray & Marge Sudheimer

Jeff & Susan Breymaier

Dec. 20

8:30

Candace Rietzke

Dorothy Fritts

Jennifer Strole

Doris Metz

Dec. 13

Sara Norris

Scott Cottrell

Doris Coutcher

Side Door-11:00

Brad Cox

Front Door-11:00

Chris & Ann Steiner

Side Door-8:30

Dec.6

Front Door-8:30

Ministry Assistants Schedule for December 2020
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Church of the Cross, UM
1750 Eastgate Rd.
Toledo, OH 43614

Address Service
Requested

Prepared Especially For:

Phone: 419-382-6722
Fax: 419-382-8712
Email: office@cotcumc.com

1750 Eastgate Rd.
Toledo, OH 43614

Church of the Cross
Phone: 419-382-6722
Fax: 419-382-8712
Email: office@cotcumc.com

We’re on the Web:
Www.cotcumc.com

C h u rc h o f t he C ro s s

We’re on the Web!
www.cotcumc.com

Join us for Worship!
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
(live streamed at 11:00a.m. also)
9:45 a.m. Sunday school for all ages
Nursery available
Community Food Pantry
Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Prayer Chain: prayer@cotcumc.com or call the
church office at 419-382-6722
M-TH 8:30am-4:30pm
Deadline for copy: 15th of each month.
Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.

