Church of the cross

Issue 260

T HE C ROSS FIRE

March
2019

“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World”
ON THE INSIDE
2. Pastor’s message
3. Ash Wednesday Service
3. Transportation Ministry
3. Pizza with the Pastor
3. Birthdays
4. Creation Mtg.
4. Pantry Needs
5. Crossover Youth
6. Praises
6. Easter Flower Form
7. Finances
9. Congregational Notes
Insert-CrossKidz

Ash Wednesday
Worship Service
Wednesday, March 6
7:00 p.m.

First Sunday in Lent:
March 10

Special Dates in March:
• Communion Sunday, Mar. 3
• Ash Wednesday Service, Mar.
6
• Sunday Evening Bible Study
begins, Mar. 10
• 55 & Over March 20 at
• 11:30 am @ Mi Hacienda
• Youth Pizza & Dessert
Auction, March 17
• Cardio Worship, Tuesdays,
@6:30p.m.

New Bible Study on Sunday Evenings
at 6:00 p.m. beginning March 10.
Love, Acceptance and Forgiveness by Jerry
Cook. Join us for a light meal and then
discussion of what Jerry Cook calls
“Being a Christian in a Non-Christian
World”. Cost : $13.00 Pick one up today.

Lenten Devotional books will be
available at the Adult Ministry
Corner beginning March 3.
Remember to pick one up!
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PASTOR’S

MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

In Ministry with you…
Joel Schutte, Interim Pastor
jschutte@cotcumc.com
Lisa Gleason, Administrative

Assistant

office@cotcumc.com

Kristin Miklovic, Director of
Children’s Discipleship

Church Staff

kristinm@cotcumc.com

Barb Maniak, Creative &
Technical Coordinator
bamaniak@cotcumc.com
Lisa Wagoner, Connections
Coordinator
lisaw@cotcumc.com
Debbie Corpe

Director of Adult Discipleship
corson.dj@gmail.com
Scott Zaborowski
Director of Student Ministries
(scottz@cotcumc.com
Rich Dubler

Traditional/Blended Worship
Director

office@cotcumc.com
Aaron Keaster
Bell Choir Director
office@cotcumc.com

Joanne Born & Tita Wood

Custodians

I hope you and your family are doing well. Over the past few weeks we have been in a
season of prayer, focused on The Way Forward for the United Methodist Church, in regard to
how we believe and behave towards persons in the LGBTQ community. You may be feeling
the need to take sides in this issue. In fact, you would be in the company of many others who
also wish to take sides. The question on the table may be, what side or position does God take
in this matter? One significant Scripture that may speak to this is in Joshua 5. The
conversation looked like this:
13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn
sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” 14 “Neither,” he
replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the
ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his servant?” 15 The commander
of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And
Joshua did so.
I believe that this was no ordinary angel that met Joshua on the battlefield that day. The
only other time in Scripture a man is asked to remove his sandals, in this context, is when
Moses approached the burning bush. God met Joshua that day to establish the Biblical
principle of sovereignty. Sovereignty is defined as: supreme power or authority. Though God
is present in our battles, he is in “supreme power or authority” over the participants and
outcomes of our conflicts.
My position on this issue, concerning the direction of the United Methodist Church, is that
God is not asking us to rethink or re-believe our long-held traditional positions on marriage and
family. This orthodox perspective is well established by two thousand years of Scriptural
interpretation and tradition by the church globally. I believe that God is instead asking us to
behave what we believe…loving our neighbors as we love ourselves, even if our neighbors
disagree with us.
Over the next few weeks on Sunday mornings, I will be preaching through the book of
John, looking at how Jesus loved the lost, the least, and the lonely. We will be looking for the
Biblical principles, gleaned from Jesus, that we can put into practice in our lives. Please see the
below chart for your review. If you choose you can add a little extra study before the services
too.
Date
Sunday, March 3
Sunday, March
10
Sunday, March
17
Sunday, March
24
Sunday, March
31

Theme
Who You
Love
Who You
Love
Who You
Love
Who You
Love
Who You
Love

Sermon Title
Love, I
Love, I
Love, I
Love, I
Love, I

Jesus Loves...Those Who are Blind
Jesus Loves...Those Who are Lost
Jesus Loves...Those Who are Dying
Jesus Loves...Those Who Love the
Wrong Things
Jesus Loves…Those Who are Strong
Willed

Scripture
John 9:1-12
John 10:1-12
John 11:1-44
John 12:1-11
John 13:1-11

For those of you interested in taking a deeper dive into the Sunday morning sermon scriptures, I am teaching a
Sunday School class, covering the material each week from 9-10 am. We will meet in the adult classroom #3, and
with your participation, will have a great time.
Many blessings and we hope you will connect with us soon,
Pastor Joel Schutte
Interim Pastor, Church of the Cross
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A S H W E D N E S DAY S E RV I C E
Join us Wednesday, March 6 for an Ash Wednesday
Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.
Traditionally, the Christian church has observed the seven weeks before Easter as a
time of repentance and spiritual self-examination.
Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent, derives its name from the
ancient practice of marking the foreheads of worshippers with ashes from the palm
branches of the previous year. Ashes historically have had a dual significance.
First, they are Old Testament symbols of sadness and humility. Job, in the midst of
all his troubles, cried out to God from the ash heap.
The second symbolic meaning of ashes is as a reminder of our mortality. Each of
us faces the inevitability of physical death. Our bodies and material possessions
eventually will turn to dust and ashes. This is a reminder that we dare not trust in
things that crumble.
But Lent does not leave us on the ash heap. It begins with Ash Wednesday, but
ends with Easter. And Easter proclaims that, through Christ, God resurrects us
from our dust and ashes, makes us new creatures, and brings life out of death!

T R A N S P O R AT I O N M I N I S T RY
TRANSPORTATION TEAM
MINISTRY - This new
ministry is being formed to
assisted any members that may
need transportation to and from
doctors or other necessary
appointments throughout the
week. All that is required is a
little time, a vehicle, and the
ability to lift a wheelchair or

small packages such as grocery
bags. Please contact the church
office or Lisa Wagoner (419343-6816) if you are able to
participate.

PIZZA AND SALAD WITH THE PASTOR
Are you a new attender or a
non-member that would like
to know more about Church
of the Cross? You are invited
on Sunday, March 3rd for
"Pizza and Salad" with the Pastor, immediately following the
service. This will be an informal and relaxed time to gather

and get to know Joel and some
of the staff. You will also have
the opportunity to ask any questions you may have. We hope
to see you there!

Andrea Dubler

3/1

Katie Metz

3/1

Cassandra Michel

3/2

Floyd Miller

3/2

Devon Montgomery

3/2

Kiya Valdez

3/3

Ray Sudheimer

3/4

Andrea Rulason

3/5

Susan Breymaier

3/7

Darlene Ryan

3/9

Vicki Scribner

3/9

Peggy Bushea

3/10

Lorraine Klohn

3/11

Patricia Leffel

3/12

Joshua Warner

3/14

Timmy Cox

3/16

Warren Leow

3/17

David Olin

3/18

Jane Raab

3/19

Henrene Valdez

3/19

Peter Maxwell Jr.

3/20

Molly McDonaugh

3/21

Emily Landis

3/22

Matthew Maxwell

3/24

John McDonagh

3/25

Scott Zaborowski

3/25

Jonah Taylor

3/26

Luke Breymaier

3/28

Judith Strole

3/28

Laura Huber

3/29

Matthew Solether

3/29

Laura Stevens

3/29
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CREATION - The Extraordinary Bombardier Beetle
Creation Meeting: Monday
evening March 25 at 7 PM in
the Gathering Area. Predators
beware! The tiny bombardier
beetle sends out a repeated blast
of hot toxic fluid with steam
and water at 500 cycles per
second using a sophisticated
valve system. The innocuouslooking insect is thus able to

spray a spider, frog, ant, or bird
and stun its opponent.
Furthermore, the beetle can aim
its weapon in any direction
(even over its head) with
pinpoint accuracy and can reach
distances of up to 20cm with its
spray. In this DVD presentation
professor Andy McIntosh

shows that the bombardier
beetle has inspired a number of
practical applications including
fuel injectors, pharmaceutical
sprays, perfumes, and fire
extinguishers. Professor
McIntosh has published over
195 papers on aerodynamics,

The Chili Cook Off has been cancelled until
further notice.

Current Food Pantry Needs:
 Peanut Butter
 Cereal
 Canned Carrots
 Canned Potatoes
 Toilet Paper
 Toiletries
 Laundry soap
 Dish soap
You may bring your donations to the church and place in the basket at the adult ministry corner. Thank you for supporting the Community Food Pantry.
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C R O S S OV E R Y O U T H
March Events
9:00 am

Youth Sunday School Class

3

6-8 pm

Serving at the Ronald McDonald House. Meet there 3:45 pm (3883 Monroe St.)

10

6-8 pm

Youth Group Meeting

17

9:00-2:00

Fundraiser Pizza Lunch, Gift & Dessert Auction - meet in the gym at 9:00 am
a.m. to set up. No Youth Group. Come help serve. Invite and encourage your
family and friends to join us immediately after church!

24

6-8 pm

Youth Group Meeting

31

6-8 pm

Youth Group Meeting

G O D ’ S A N W S E R S T O O U R P R AY E R S
“I pray to you, O God, because you answer me” Psalm 17:6 Good News Today’s English Version











Praises to God for protecting us during our recent accident.
Thankful for my new hearing aids and heat in my home.
Praises for new job after passing ODOT physical and fingerprinting.
Praises that cousin though in hospice has His perfect peace.
Praises that father is finally receiving some medical help and change of meds.
Blessings for a God who hears our prayers.
Blessing for our God’s delegate to General Conference
Praise God for keeping me safe during the frigid cold and snow.
Praise Godson is back home with his family after deployment to southern border.
Praise God for successful outpatient surgery.

“The above praises were taken from requests, from e-mails or Sunday connect cards.

EASTER FLOWER SALE
March 17 - April 7, 2019
Again this year we will be selling Easter flowers to decorate our altar. If you would like to purchase flowers
for this Easter season, please fill out the form below. Please mark how many, write in memory or honor
of, the total amount and place in the offering plate or turn in to the office. Please make your checks
payable to Church of the Cross, UM. Thank you.

#______Hyacinth ($8.00) #_____ Lilies ($8.00) #_____Tulips ($8.00) Total # of plants______
Name________________________________________________________________________
Phone No._________________________________
In Memory of:_________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:__________________________________________________________________
Total Amount: $____________
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FINANCES

AT A GLANCE

JANUARY 2019 & YEAR TO DATE
Consider Online Giving
Life is busy! That means you
may not be at church every
Sunday. We hope you won’t
forget Church of the Cross
even if you are not here every
Sunday.
Online giving is a great way
to continue your financial
support of the mission and
ministry programs at COTC,
even though you may not be
able to be here every week for
worship.
To donate electronically using
your debit or credit card or
checking account transfer,
please visit our website at
www.cotcumc.com and click
on the link that says “give.”

CONGREGATIONAL
55 & Over Luncheon
The March 55 & Over
Luncheon will be held on
Wednesday, March 20 at
11:30 a.m. Mi Hacienda (3302
Glanzman Rd.). Sign up at
the adult ministry corner or
on the connect card.

Thanks for all of the love and
support during Howard’s illness
and subsequent passing, including
prayers, cards, calls, and visits.
Thanks to Pastor Joel for the
very nice service and to those who
provided the wonderful meal
afterwards. Everything which
was done for us is very much
appreciated. God is good!
-Pat Leffel

NOTES

Crossfire Deadline
The deadline for the April
Crossfire is March 15. Please
submit articles via email to
office@cotcumc.com or
drop off at the church office.

Ugly Quilts

Ugly Quilts will meet on
Saturday, March 16 from
10:00-2:00. A light lunch
will be provided. Please
contact Dolly Ryan at
419-878-0447 if you are
able to attend and for any
questions.

Used Furniture Available
The family of Donna
Myers would like to donate
her furniture to anyone in
need. Please contact
Christy Zaborowski or call
the church office if you are
interested.

Church of the Cross, UM
1750 Eastgate Rd.
Toledo, OH 43614

Address Service
Requested

Prepared Especially For:

Phone: 419-382-6722
Fax: 419-382-8712
Email: office@cotcumc.com

1750 Eastgate Rd.
Toledo, OH 43614

Church of the Cross
Phone: 419-382-6722
Fax: 419-382-8712
Email: office@cotcumc.com

We’re on the Web:
Www.cotcumc.com

Church of the Cross

We’re on the Web!
www.cotcumc.com

Sunday Schedule:
9:00 AM Sunday School
10:00 AM Coffee Time 10:30AM Worship
Community Food Pantry
Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Community Meal - 4th Tuesday
Prayer Line Number# 419.382.6722
M-TH 8:30am-4:30pm
Deadline for copy: 15th of each month.
Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.

